
“May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else.”  I Thessalonians 3:12 FEBRUARY 2022

Greetings from Indy Reformed! 

It brings me great joy to share with you that what 
began as an initial inquiry back in 2013, and eventually 
developed into a Bible study in 2018, has now progressed 
towards planting a URC in Indianapolis, praise the Lord 
for his faithfulness! Here are a few highlights from 
2021 along with plans for this year. 

• In January, our family—my wife Sharon and our 
three girls Adeline, Penelope, and Florence—
visited the core group in Indianapolis. The group’s 
overseeing consistory, Zeltenreich Reformed 
Church (ZRC) called two worship services during our visit, 
and we found this to be a great time to meet the people 
involved and explore the area.

• In June, we relocated to Indianapolis which came with settling 
into a new home, meeting new people, cultivating growing 
relationships, and finding a place among the core group at 
Indy Reformed. 

• Shortly after arriving we began weekly home Bible studies 
and found this to be a sweet time as the group came together 
to study, pray, and sing while enjoying rich fellowship. 

• In August, we gathered for our 
first Sunday morning service as 
the Lord graciously provided a 
central meeting location with 
plenty of room for growth. 

• At the close of 2021, our group 
is now made up of nine families 
with a total of 42 souls. We turned 
the new year with great praise and 
thanksgiving for the many ways 
God has been pleased to bless the 
efforts and give us clarity for the 
future.

• In January 2022, ZRC called an ordination service at Indy 
Reformed where I was ordained to the Ministry of Word and 
sacrament and installed as a home missionary to Indianapolis. 
This was a very special time for our people, and we were 
greatly encouraged by the support received from several 
churches in our federation and beyond. 

• We have several plans for the new year and ask that you join 
us in prayer as we see these things through. Many of our 
families are participating in membership class, which began 
in late January. We will continue elder and deacon training 
with great thankfulness for the men who have expressed an 

interest in serving. We also plan to add a catechism 
service to our weekly agenda in the Spring.  

We praise and thank the Lord for how he has established 
the work in Indianapolis, blessed the planting efforts 
by adding to our number, and continues to provide by 
giving us clarity and direction for the future. We are 
most thankful for saving grace we have received in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. As we proceed, we are mindful 
of the wonderful truth that our almighty God gathers, 
protects, and preserves His church and the gates of 
hell will not prevail against her. Thank you for your 
continued prayers, your much needed encouragement, 
and your generous financial support.

Yours in Christ,
Austin Reifel

          INDIANAPOLIS, IN
Pastor Austin & Sharon Reifel
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Greetings to our URC family!

In Colorado Springs, the temperatures can change 
greatly within just a few days. Last week it was 60 
degrees, and this week the low will be -3. Brrrr! We 
are so thankful for a God who does not change like 
the weather in Colorado. He is faithful and true. 
Never forsaking His own.

Please rejoice with us in our recent blessings: 
visitors who express a desire to join Covenant, 
membership class, a well-attended Men’s Bible 
Study, continued health for all our members, a 
receipt of gifts from several URC 
congregations, and an encouraging 
visit from Rev. Rich Bout. 

Even though we are small, our 
members’ outreach continues to 
grow. Please pray that God will 
bless these efforts: Bible studies 
and transportation for residents 
from Springs Rescue Mission to 
our church for Sunday worship, 
Life Network Pregnancy Center 
volunteering, contacts with refugees, and our weekly prayer ministry. We are looking for 
more opportunities to reach God’s elect in this city of 500,000.

Going forward into 2022 we consider challenges as ways God will test us as well as grow our 
faith. Pray that we will look to Him in confidence to supply these needs: a broader financial 
support base for greater outreach, our desire to become an organized church in 2023, and 
more men, women, and children to minister to in His name.

On a personal note, my wife and I have “weathered” our first winter storm in CO. It brought 
100 mph winds that knocked down trees, causing $3 million worth of damage to the power 
grid. Our little house (built in 1910) was out of power for three days. Yes, it was cold and 
miserable… but it was also a great time to get to know more neighbors. I tracked down a 
stray garbage can for one and discussed downed lines and trees with many others. These 
conversations and contacts were gifts from God that we hope to build on. May He send 
many more!

Please stop by if you are near Pikes Peak… and visit our website if you aren’t. 

Celebrating our victory in Jesus!

Until He comes -

Fritz Harms

        COLORADO SPRINGS, CO
Pastor Fritz & Brenda Harms

IS GOD 
CALLING YOU 
TO SERVE IN 
MISSIONS?
Cross-Cultural Mission 
Training (CCMT)

WEEK 1:  Boot Camp with Missionaries 
WEEK 2:  Cultural Immersion  
WEEK 3 & 4:  Full-time On-field 
Service & Debrief

WHEN:  May 14 – June 14, 2022  
WHERE:  Central Mexico
WHO:  Young adults (18+)

CCMT is an opportunity to 
experience evangelism and 
disciple-making in a foreign 
context.  This one-month intensive 
program combines missiology, 
language, and cultural instruction 
with mentorship and field 
experience. 

Missionaries and pastors from the
URCNA and OPC will invest their 
time and expertise in you! 

For more information, contact 
Pastor Richard Bout at 
ccmissiontraining@gmail.com
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