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My wife, McKenzie, and I moved to 
Gig Harbor last July. Initially, I was called 
by the Lynden URC consistory to serve as the church 
planting exhorter for their church plant in Gig Harbor 
until I sustained my candidacy and ordination exams 
this past fall. I was ordained and installed as the church 
planting pastor of Gig Harbor URC in November. We give 
thanks that our group was able to resume meeting again 
in person for services on Sunday evenings at the end 
of June at a local Christian school. Since being here, I 
have preached through the book of Philippians and have 
begun a series through the Gospel of Luke. 

Unsurprisingly, this was a very difficult year to begin pastoral 
ministry as a church planter. Our group has faced significant 
conflict over how to view COVID-19 related restrictions and 
regulations. As a result, we lost a number of families who were 
either members or regular attenders. We ask that you would 
pray that the Lord would give our group a spirit of humility and 
peace and that we would seek not our own interests but those 
of Christ Jesus (Phil. 2:19-21). 

Even though this group has experienced significant challenges 
and setbacks this past year, we have seen the Lord at work. In 
the beginning of 2020, the Lynden URC ordained Elder Scott 
Korthuis to the task of giving special attention to overseeing 

the members and regular 
visitors of Gig Harbor 
URC. Ordinarily, he and 
his wife make the two 
and a half hour trip from 
Lynden to Gig Harbor 
twice a month to come 
to our evening services. 
Beginning in January 
2021, Elder Korthuis 
and I have begun family 
visiting for the members 

of our plant. With the distance that separates Gig Harbor from 
Lynden, he has been a tremendous help to me in shepherding 
the members of our church plant. 

We have also seen the Lord at work in a young man who has 
been attending our services. This young man did not grow up 
in the Reformed faith; however, in God’s providence, I met him 
on a plane ride from San Diego to Seattle before we moved to 
Gig Harbor full time. When I arrived last July, I reconnected with 
him and began meeting with him weekly. He is teachable and 
has been growing a lot in his relationship with the Lord as I 
have been walking him through how the Reformed doctrines 
that we profess are rooted in God’s Word. He is eager to be 
a part of a Reformed church plant and brings visitors nearly 
every week! 

Lastly, this past December we received a new 
family into membership, and I had the privilege 
of baptizing their two sons under the age of 
two. This was a blessing for our church plant 
and a great reminder for us all at the end of a 
difficult year of our Lord’s covenant promises 
to us and to our children. 

In Christ, 

Rev. Caleb Janson

       Gig Harbor, WA 
Rev. Caleb & McKenzie Janson
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Dear prayer companions,

It is with a grateful heart that I send 
you greetings from Perugia! These 
days many things that we could take 
for granted until recently now appear 
as precious gifts; for instance, life 
itself and the possibility to write you 
once more sharing with you something 
of our lives. Thankfully, Cristina and I 
are well, as are all of the members of the Chiesa Riformata 
di Perugia. However, in Italy and in Europe things did not 
improve as we hoped and the COVID continues to hit people 
and changing life as we knew it until a few months ago. 

1. COVID and the Life of the Church 
At present, we continue to experience social restrictions 
throughout Italy. Social life and the economy are changing. 
More and more people are experiencing depression, panic, 
and loneliness. The measures adopted by our Government 
require a lockdown until the end of March, but no one knows 
for sure what is going to happen. It seems that people who 
already had COVID are now being contaminated again by new 
variations of the virus coming from the UK, Brazil or other 
places. However, thus far the Lord has protected our small 
flock and even though we had two or three cases among us 
those people are now well and the rest of us continue to enjoy 
good health. Thankfully, we are able to assemble regularly on 

the Lord’s Days even though that’s 
the only time when we see each 
other. I have begun to visit people, 
but we are far from being able to have 
regular meetings and informal visits 
as in the past. We continue to have 
Zoom meetings on Wednesdays and 
Fridays from 6:00pm to 7:00pm, 
which are proving very edifying.   

2. New Church Members 
In spite of this situation, the Lord has been faithful to give an 
increase to our small flock. Sara Bolletta has been waiting 
to make a public profession of faith for months. We had to 
cancel the dates of last October and December, but finally 
she was received as a member of our church on February 
14th, 2021 along with her to sons Emanuele and Marco. Sara 
began attending our church in the fall of 2019 and it has been 
a joy to see her and her two boys to increasingly become part 
of our church family.       

3. First Anniversary in our New Church Building 
On the same Lord’s Day of February 14th, we celebrated our 
first anniversary in the new church building. Even though we 
could not use it as we were expecting, we are grateful for the 
place where we are and for the Lord’s provision to make it 
fitting for our purposes. Hopefully, in the next few months 
we’ll be able to complete furnishing it with small adornments 

and articles that will make it more welcoming to 
people as a place of worship.       
  
On behalf of all the members of the Chiesa Riformata 
of Perugia, I express a felt sense of gratitude for your 
faithful prayers and generous support.

Those of Italy greet you (Hebrews 13:24)   

Yours sincerely in Christ,

Pastor Andrea Ferrari

Perugia, Italy  
Rev. Andrea & Cristina Ferrari
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New Video Interviews!
Video interviews with Rev. Janson and Rev. Ferarri 
are available at urcnamissions.org and the URCNA 
Missions Facebook Page.

Please check them out!



When God called me to plant a church in New York City 
(NYC) seventeen years ago, I reflected on the need for 
urban missions. That reflection resulted in the below essay. 
The need is even more pressing today. Read on and I hope 
you are convinced.

MISSION’S NEW FRONTIER

Where in the world are the new frontiers in missions? There is even 
a mission organization that goes by that name, Frontier Missions. 
Their purpose and many others is to reach people in remote areas 
of our planet who have never heard the gospel. Have you answered 
the question yet? Asia, Africa, South America? Or perhaps it is some 
distant, far off land that is hard to pronounce and even harder to 
access? Well, guess again! 

The new frontiers in missions are in our cities. Missiologists call this 
phenomenon ‘missions in reverse’. What they mean by that is that 
missions used to be done by sending people far away and overseas 
(and often that is still necessary). Now however, the Lord who calls 
His Church to go and make disciples of all nations is bringing those 
nations right to our doorstep, in cities. For example, in one zip code in 
NYC there are 133 different nations represented! What an opportunity 
for the Gospel.

In 1900 only 15% of the world’s population lived in cities, by 1990 that 
figure was 50%. In 1985 the urban population was 2.1 billion, and now 
that figure has more than doubled to over 5 billion people. Today more 
than half of the people in the world live in urban areas. 

It is obvious that missions in the 21st century has to reach the cities 
of the world. Here I would like to highlight and emphasize the strategic 
importance and influence of cities.

God has placed and used cities for His purposes throughout the 
history of the world. We see this in the geography of Israel in Scripture. 
Israel is located on the easternmost end of the Mediterranean Sea. 
It is the northern coastal area of the modern-day Arabian Peninsula. 
Today Jordan, Syria, Iraq, and Iran would be located east of Israel and 
to its west would be Egypt (as it has been for thousands of years). 

Israel was strategically located between the two world powers. Egypt 
was the western power that had the newest technology and metals. 
The Orient to the east was alternately known as Babylon, Assyria, 
and Persia. From the east came cloth and spices. Interestingly, each 
had what the other lacked. The east had cloth and spices but lacked 
technology. Egypt had technology and metals but needed what the 
east had to offer. This posed a beneficial situation for the nation of 
Israel which was located between them. 

The main trade route between these two world powers went straight 
through Canaan, Israel, and Palestine. It was called the WAY OF THE 
SEA (Via Maris in Latin). Whoever controlled the Via Maris controlled 
Israel. And whoever controlled Israel could control world trade and 
then rule the world! This would be similar to being located on I-80 in 
the U.S. or the Trans-Canadian Highway in Canada. Everybody who 
was anybody would have to pass through Israel as they traveled 
this route.

The three most important cities in O.T. times were Hazor, Megiddo, 
and Gezer. They were all located at key points on the Via Maris. If 
you controlled these three cities, you would control world trade. 
Potentially you could bring the world to a standstill if either way was 
cut off from travelers. 

Solomon was given Gezer as a gift when he married the daughter of 
the king of Egypt. This gift was largely responsible for his great wealth 
(you had to pay a toll to travel on the Via Maris). One of the few times 
that Israel controlled all three cities was during his reign.

The most important of these cities was Megiddo. It was located by a 
pass that is seven miles long and 100 feet wide at its narrowest point. 
There were more battles fought there than any other place in world 
history (stop and think about that for a while). There were literally 
battles for control of the entire world! Megiddo is located on a hill, 
which in Hebrew is HAR and thus the name would be HAR MEGIDDON, 
or what in the N.T. is called ARMAGEDDON. You can clearly see why 
the N.T. speaks of Armageddon as the battle which will take place for 
the control of the world!

Another key element in Biblical history is that this, in God’s providence, 
is the area where Jesus was born. We are told in Matthew 4:14-16, “to 
fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah:’ land of Zebulun and 
land of Naphtali, the WAY TO THE SEA (the Via Maris ptm) along the 
Jordan…” Jesus was sent into the world on its Main Street.

The lesson for the Church today is obvious. Those who control the 
cities could control the world. Nowhere is that more apparent than 
here in New York City. This is the center for just about every enterprise 
that exists. Most certainly there is great need for sin runs rampant 
in cities. However, my point is to demonstrate that there is great 
opportunity here as well.

Cities now, more than ever, are where the Church needs to focus her 
attention. Take that strategic route and I believe we will not only reach 
the nations of the world but also extend the Kingdom of Jesus our 
Lord and Savior. 
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Urban Missions Part 1
By Pastor Paul Murphy, church planter in NYC

EXTENDED


